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The sternwheeler era was a fascinating period in 

the history of Central British Columbia. From 

1863 to 1921, there were twelve sternwheelers 

that plied the waters of the Upper Fraser River 

at varying times. This book addresses aspects of 

social history relevant to sternwheeler 

construction and operation on the Upper Fraser. 

Social contexts in the realm of resource 

exploitation, railway development and 

settlement are highlighted. Specific references 

are made to individuals engaged in sternwheeler 

transport as owners, operators, or simply as 

innocent travelers. 

 

Trelle Morrow is a retired architect whose life-

long philatelic interest has led to research into 

early mail services, aviation history and now 

sternwheeler operations on the Upper Fraser 

River. 
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